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bear Dr. iiesder,

"I am writing in support of the fellowship applicaviovn
oi" iir. Joshua Lederberg. L1 have kuown him siace he was an
undergraausve in “olumoia voliege &na have seen nim develop
personally vhrougin uis expesience with tae v12 Naval unit
boihh av vhe College and in aedical School.

) %hile at Columbia he made a remarkable impression upon
his teachers, both in the Sciences ana in the Iumanities.
Before he graduated he nhad completed, With distinczion, a
number of graduate courses and in my opinion wés much better
than most of our gradusate students in Zoology.

At Medical School his improvement has continued.
Possessed of a tremendous energy, he has not only done good
worX in nis courses but has found time during tie past two
years to engage in some research during the evening and on
weekends. ‘‘his summer he bezan sone vpart time work with me
on biochemical mutants oi the mold, Heurosvore.

The proszress of the worx during this short time has
_been remarkable. Ie has been able to demonstrate That in
some cases the adaptations whiech the mold undergoes are due
to genic bsck-mutations. Some of these are especlally
interesting genetically because they are not at the original
locus. In eddition he has revealed & complicated interactim
petween mutant =na wild type nuclei which is of the greatest
interest. 4t least one paper on tiis subject ghtould be
published early in 1946. I am quite sure tnat no present
graduate student in our department would have achleved so
mued in so little tize. '



The reason for this achievement must be attributed to
a large number of gqualities which Lederberz posseses. Among
them are immense energy, a very fine imagination, acute Judge~-
ment in the design of experiments and close acquaintance with
the literature. I have tried, and think I am succeeding, to
develop a proper attitude of self criticism in Lederberge. This
may bdbe lis greatest weakness, although, not surprising in one so
young.

. 1he possibility that Lederberg may work with Professor
&, L. Tatum at Yale during his vacation from Medaical School this
spring and sumumer is very attractive in many ways. In the first
place, to enzege in such an association will certainly accelerate
his own development. In addition,I have every confidence taat
ils record will be one of accomplishment.

Upon rereading wnat I have written I fear that 1t may
sound like an oversvatement. It siuply is note Lederberg is,
in my opinion a very gifted young man with unusual achievement
and promise. “he Child's Fund wouid make no mistake in granting -
him a fellowship.
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Sincerely yours,
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